
Dear Arbiters 

 

Please forward the following message to all your Regional tournament organisers as well as arbiters 

and any other person involved with running/organising events. 

 

RATINGS DATABASE 

 

Please ensure that the latest ratings databases are used when entering players to your tournaments.  

The ratings databases are updated and uploaded after each set of events have been processed and 

the dates when these databases have been updated are indicated on the ratings database download 

page (http://www.chessa.co.za/downloadratings.aspx). 

 

There are currently too many files uploaded that are still using old data.  Many of the players already 

appear/exist on the database.  There are also no (or not enough) information with which to identify 

the “new” players.  The result of this is that each file must be scrutinised record-by-record to ensure 

no duplicates are created.  This is not fool proof and wastes a lot of valuable time. 

 

CHECK INFORMATION 

 

There are currently too many files submitted that are incomplete (missing or incomplete player 

data).  We are not supposed to process these files but for the sake of the players, do so.  Common 

missing information: 

- No date of birth indicated 

- Females not indicated 

- No names indicated (only initials) 

- Too many duplicate entries of participants 

 

The above results in duplicate records being created.  Please ensure that ALL player information is 

complete. 

 

Please note the last point.  Arbiters (or whoever is in charge of operating the computer) must first 

check (before calculating any pairings for round 1) that there does not exist duplicate entries in a 

file.  E.g. Sometimes a player is entered twice (new players) – this creates a duplicate record.  Delete 

these unnecessary entries/records. 

 

LATE TOURNAMENTS 

 

There are way too many files submitted late.  Some of them are uploaded 3 weeks or more after the 

event ended.  Most of the time these files are uploaded and processed in the wrong month (e.g. 

they are supposed to have been processed for February but are only processed for March). 

 

RESULTS OF ALL THE ABOVE 

 

The result of all the above is a negative snowball effect.  Player ratings are incorrect (should be 

higher/lower).  It also affects the Grand Prix standings of players (both seniors and juniors). 

http://www.chessa.co.za/downloadratings.aspx


 

FUTURE RESOLUTIONS 

 

The Rating Regulations (as approved by the 2016 January AGM) actually prohibits the rating of 

events with incomplete information.  But as mentioned, we have allowed (turned a blind eye) on this 

(for the moment) so as not to disadvantage any players. 

 

Unfortunately there are still organisers and arbiters who do not co-operate in checking that 

information is correct and ensuring results are submitted on time.  The result of this is a negative 

effect on the players. 

 

Please note the following (which will be strictly enforced).  As of 01 July 2016: 

- No events will be processed if any of the information is incomplete.  It is the responsibility of 

the organisers, chief arbiter, etc. to ensure that all information is up-to-date and accurate. 

- A penalty system will be introduced that will penalise regions that submit 

incomplete/inaccurate and/or late tournament files.  More details will be made available 

soon. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Ratings Bureau should you have any questions, queries, etc. 

 

Regards 

 

Gunther van den Bergh 

CHESSA Ratings Committee 


